
The Attack of Asian Carp on The Great Lakes  

 The environmental issue I am as of now most interested in researching is Asian carp and 
the effect they could have on the Great Lakes.  I grew up in Saginaw, MI located about an hour 
away from the Saginaw Bay which is a bay of Lake Huron. Many early Saturday and Sunday 
mornings were spent with my Dad and brother in our 18ft fishing boat in search of walleye, 
brown trout, or some other various species of fish that could be pulled from Lake Huron’s 
depths. The Great Lakes are a huge part of what Michigan is, and any threat to the Lake’s not 
only threatens a large part of Michigan’s economy, it also threatens the identity of the state, and 
the way of life for many of its residents. 

 The issue at hand is the migration of Asian carp from the Mississippi River basin up and 
into the Great Lakes. Asian carp were first introduced to fish farms in the South and they were a 
way to control Algae. They came to America in the 1970’s originating in Arkansas, and they 
quickly spread to the Mississippi River Basin and began making their way north (Economist,35). 
The Asian carp are an aggressive species that reproduce at extremely high rates and have the 
ability to take over and dominate an ecosystem. In Nov. of 2009 the DNR and other federal and 
state agencies announced that Asian carp have been found as close as 8 miles from Lake 
Michigan in a canal near Chicago. This announcement has caused many to become severely 
concerned as to what could happen to the Great Lakes ecosystem if this invasive species gets a 
foothold in the Great Lakes.  

 Since the announcement millions upon millions of dollars have been spent in an effort to 
stop the migration of these fish into the Great Lakes. Congressmen from more than one Great 
Lakes states have written letters to the president pleading their case and asking for federal 
assistance. Local communities have come together and hosted fishing “tournaments” that pay out 
prize money to the boats that can catch the most carp. Different poisons have been used, and 
even electric fences set up to stop the fish from moving north have been put in place. More than 
a dozen state and local agencies have been involved to try to protect the Great Lakes $7 billion 
dollar fishing industry (Economist, 35). However, many of these attempts have had little to no 
success so far in stopping the Asian carp. In one poisoning effort more than 2,200 gallons of 
poison were dumped into the canal near Lake Michigan and over $3 million was spent and 
thousands of dead fish were pulled from the canal, but only one Asian carp was among the 
thousands dead (Economist, 35).  In the battle of man verse carp it would appear so far that the 
carp is winning. 

 Invasive species have always been a threat to the Great Lakes, from zebra mussels to the 
sea lamprey it is always a battle to keep our lakes safe. The thing that is tough about this 
particular battle with the Asian carp is it is a problem that man has created. As Dr. Michael 
Hansen chairmen of the Great Lakes Fishery Commission pointed out in a statement to the house 
subcommittee, a safe and healthy Great Lakes ecosystem is of the utmost importance to the 
people of the area “the Great Lakes are a way of life for many in the area, it is a source of 
tourism and a nearly $7 billion dollar fishing industry, and a vibrant Great Lakes ecosystem is 
immeasurable in economic terms alone (speech)”. 



 The area that I am most interested in studying the issue of Asian carp is Chicago canal 
where they were found only 8 miles from Lake Michigan, and the northern parts of the 
Mississippi River basin where many of the efforts to stop the migration of the carp are being 
held. This area to me represents an almost “ground zero” or a “last stand” for stopping these carp 
and I am interested in studying all the efforts people and governments are making to stop the fish 
from entering the Great Lakes. 
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