
WATER POLLUTION: 

A MICHIGAN CASE STUDY 

 Water is essential to life- true or false? The answer may seem to be a resounding “true”, 
but it is, in fact, false. The statement is missing one key piece of information. It should read - 
clean water is essential to life. Indeed, we take the fact that our water is delivered to us clean 
very much for granted. Consequently, we forget that our actions affect the environment and that 
our current consumer practices are very much in danger of contaminating water sources. 
Unfortunately, these detrimental environmental effects are occurring across the country.  

 At the 39th Annual Conference of the Water Pollution Control Federation, Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior for Water Pollution Control, Frank Diluzio, stated “…water pollution 
control has emerged as a matter of major national policy…because in point of cold hard fact, for 
the country as a whole, the war on water pollution is not going well.”   Almost fifty years later, 1

this statement still holds true. While some may point to progress, the overwhelming fact of the 
matter is that the war on water pollution is not yet over.  

 To get a sense of this ongoing struggle one may look to the water pollution efforts in the 
Great Lakes region. Water pollution in the Great Lakes has been cause for significant concern, as 
these bodies are major sources of fresh water. There have been pollution control efforts enacted, 
but there is evidence that these efforts are slow moving.   Furthermore, the Great Lakes are not 2

the only water pollution problem facing the Midwest. The state of Michigan alone contains a 
number of government clean-up sites.   In fact, pollution from these sites could pose more of an 3

immediate threat to the environment and people’s health, especially for Michigan residents. At 
the very least, these sites deserve more attention and research regarding the detrimental effects 
resulting from water contamination in the surrounding area.  

 The current research, therefore, seeks to investigate a more specific water pollution 
problem within the state of Michigan. The area of focus for this research will be the Velsicol 
Chemical Corporation Superfund site near the Pine River in St. Louis, Michigan. Velsicol 
Chemical (formerly Michigan Chemical) was responsible for dumping thousands of tons of the 
harmful chemical DDT into the Pine River.   At one point, the Pine River had the highest 4
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recorded DDT levels in the United States.   Not surprisingly, the contamination has had profound 5

adverse effects on the environment, as well as poses a health risk to nearby residents.   6

 The purpose of the current research is to track the environmental developments near the 
St. Louis Superfund site and to explore the extent of the damage caused by the industrial waste 
left behind.  Not only is there the possibility that this case study could provide valuable 
environmental information regarding this site, but it will also contribute to the growing body of 
research on water contamination in the U.S. Most importantly, there is the hope that this research 
will spread awareness of the dangers of current industrial disposal practices and environmental 
issues in general. The war on water pollution surely demands the cooperation of the American 
people. For this reason, awareness is key. 
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