
Asian Carp 

 The Asian Carp has become one of if not the best known invasive species in the United 
States. There are four species of Asian carp and they are filter feeds. The Asian Carp were 
brought to the United States to control parasites and weed growth in private ponds and fish 
farms. Around 30 years ago a few Carp managed to escape from these private ponds and found 
their way to the Mississippi where their populations have exploded. 

 Asian carp over the past 30 years have been able to dominate the Mississippi River and 
have spread as far south as Louisiana and as far north as Illinois. This spread has hurt native 
species and is taking a serious toll on every ecosystem they enter. The Carp are able to do this in 
a couple ways of ways, first they out compete other fish for food “The Grass Carp can consume 
40% of its body mass a day in food and the other three species can consume 20%.”(National 
Park Service) This leaves little to no food behind for native species and allows the Asian Carp to 
dominate entire stretches of river. Second the Asian Carp reproduces at a much higher rate, 
during the spawn they produce more eggs and are able to spawn more than once a year. Unlike 
native species who spawn once. These carp are not only effecting fish and other aquatic animals 
they are also hurting people. The Asian Carp is an incredible jumper and when startled it will 
leap from the water. This has caused many boaters some bad injuries like broken noses and 
knocked out teeth from colliding with one of these flying fish. 

 Now that the Carp have reached Illinois the concern has been that these fish will enter the 
great lakes, specifically Lake Michigan, and cause even more damage to America’s water ways. 
Currently the great lakes have a “7 billion dollar a year fishing industry.” (National Park Service) 
If the Asian carp reaches the great lakes they could potentially collapse the fishing industry. This 
would be a huge blow to people who run fishing charters and people who rely on tourism for 
employment, not to mention the lakes ecosystem. The question of how to stop them has no good 
solution. Currently there is an electric fence set in the water to try and deter fish from crossing 
the Illinois River into Lake Michigan. This is no permanent solution and the fish having great 
jumping ability will not be slowed for long, it only takes a couple to jump over the fence into 
Lake Michigan. Some have gone as far as asking to shut the River down, but shipping is a huge 
business through that stretch of water and would cause a huge economical problem. This is also a 
sanitation channel for the city of Chicago and Shutting the Channel down could “Cause 
sanitation and flood problems for the city” (Hinterthuer)   

 It is clear that the Carp must be stopped, but what is not clear is just how to do it. For my 
research paper I would like to take a look at how to stop the spread of the Asian Carp in more 
detail. I would also like to take a closer look at how Lake Michigan’s fish would be affected and 
the likely hood that Lake Michigan would be devastated to the extent of much of the Mississippi 
River. 
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